GEORGE THE THIRD
mediately play into the hands of their political opponents, who
would lose no rime in inflaming the country against the King
and the Government. The Prince was no longer a minor: he
was a man, and he had a perfect right to order his life in his
own way. In truth, the Ministers were on the horns of a
dilemma. They realized that to support the King would offend
the Prince, who on his accession to the throne would take his
revenge by dismissing them from office—and office in the
eighteenth century could be made a lucrative source of personal
enrichment and the advancement of friends.
Therefore the Prince had his way, and continued to live with
his mother. He registered another victory over the old King
when he demanded that Bute should be appointed Groom of
the Stole. George II fumed and raged when the demand was
made of him, but it was all to no purpose, although in the end
he derived a certain amount of satisfaction from his refusal
personally to bestow the badge of office upon his daughter-in-
law's favourite.
The time had come for the Prince to have a properly con-
stituted household. Francis Hastings, Earl of Huntingdon, the
son of Selina, Countess of Huntingdon, who dabbled in religion
and made socially respectable the teachings of Mr Wesley and
Mr Whitefield, was appointed to be Master of the Horse. The
Earls of Pembroke and Euston and Lord Digby were created
Lords of the Bedchamber; and Allen, Earl Bathurst, renowned
for his patronage of poets and wits and his interest in arbori-
culture, became the Treasurer. All were the kind of people to
make the most of such honours; but none was ever an intimate
of the young Prince, who turned more and more to Bute for
guidance and friendship.
Waldegrave's services were no longer required; and on Bute's
appointment he quitted the office in which he had never been
happy or comfortable. In his Memoirs he wrote:
I made my bow, and parted from him [the Prince] with as much
indifference as was consistent with respect and decency.
Mother and son were delighted to see the back of a man whom
they disliked so intensely.
Bute's growing influence in the Prince's household was at once
. jealously noted, and almost certainly maliciously exaggerated,
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